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Michael Collins opened the April 18, 2012 meeting of the Board of Education.  Superintendent 
Ehresman presented a budget update and shared her feeling that the state is not ensuring that all 
children are receiving a sound basic education.  She cited the inequitable funding of previous 
years, coupled with the newly enacted tax cap, as the problem.  She reviewed the significant cuts 
that have been made in the district over the last two years due to the loss of over three million 
dollars in state aid.  There was also a significant loss of federal aid for the upcoming school year.   
While there was an increase in state aid for the upcoming year, it does not begin to cover the 
losses from the prior two years.  Current state aid rates are less than in 2006-2007.  
Superintendent Ehresman reviewed the anticipated revenue and expenditures for the 2012-2013 
school year.  A small increase in the tax levy is proposed (2.3%), which is within the tax cap 
allowed by the state.  There will be some staff cuts for the upcoming school year as well as cuts 
for field trips, assemblies and the implementation of bus stops for students in grades 5-12 and 
some limited bus stops in town for students in grades K-4.  The total proposed budget is 
$20,506,817.  The total tax rate increase per $1,000 assessed will be $0.29.  For a house assessed 
at $100,000, the total increase will be $29.00 for the year. The presentation ended with an 
explanation that the tax cap along with minimal state aid is an ongoing problem that needs to be 
addressed.  In the future, average or poor schools will be facing financial insolvency if this is not 
addressed. 
 
Mr. John Fulmer reported on the New York State assessments that students have been working 
on this week.  He applauded the students for their hard work and highlighted the many staff 
members who made accommodations to support student’s needs.  One third of the students in the 
building receive test modifications and retired teachers have been employed to help.  He also 
recognized Paula Shultes and Brenda Gowan for their work in the preparation and distribution of 
materials.   Miss Ellen Saxby commented that the students were exhausted with the test taking 
process which was very long.  She reported on Brainy Breakfast that has been open to twenty-
four students in grades 3 and 4 who would benefit from additional test preparation.  The students 
worked one on one or one on two with adults in the building who volunteered to help.  Two more 
sessions will be held prior to the NYS Math assessment.  Miss Saxby also highlighted Carol Fox 
for her classroom activity World “Maths” Day where students were able to do math practice with 
students from around the world via the internet.    Mr. Doug Lauf reported that AP testing will be 
held in a couple of weeks and commented that this Saturday is the prom with 176 students 
planning to attend.  He reported that Carly Bean was recently the Scholar Athlete on Channel 10.  
Mr. Andy Wahl stated that the last marking period has started and there are about nine weeks left 
in the school year.  MAP testing will be held at the end of April into early May and yesterday the 
soccer team and indoor track teams were recognized at the Wayne County Board of Supervisors 
meeting.  Mrs. Wanda Miller announced that Special Olympics will be held on May 18 at the 
Pal-Mac School District.  She also reported that the local coffee house will be opening during the 
Apple Blossom Festival and volunteers are needed to run it.  Mr. Gary Barno commented that the 
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internal audit is underway and he asked for an audit committee meeting on June 27 at 6:00 p.m.  
Mrs. Wendy Havens expressed gratitude on behalf of Mrs. Beth Moore for the Board policy 
allowing physician’s orders for certain medications. These have been very helpful to students at 
the high school.  She also indicated that she spent the last two days in Albany learning more 
about the new APPR plan for teachers.  She expressed concern regarding the amount of time that 
the administrators will invest to complete the required components.  Superintendent Ehresman 
also commented on the additional requirements of the Dignity for All Students Act and the 
additional strain that will put on the district administrators.  
 
Under Board Committee Reports, comments were made on the high school musical “Anything 
Goes”, the District Team Meeting, PTSA meeting and Policy Committee Meeting.  Rich Rozzi 
and Andy Wahl presented information on the Odyssey of the Mind program which is in place for 
students in third through fifth grade.  It was planned last year and implemented this year.  The 
emphasis of the program is on problem-solving and working with teams.  The activities are 
student-led with an adult coach.  Students were selected in November and the problem chosen in 
December.  Students practiced once or twice per week to prepare for competition.   The 
competition was held on March 3 and students participated in spontaneous and planned problem 
solving.  Goals for next year include maintaining or increasing student participation, improving 
results at the competition and qualifying for a regional tournament.  Special thanks went to Judy 
Wooster, Barb Bush, Lori and Ted Miller and Dan Sherman for volunteering their time as 
coaches. 
 
With the consent agenda, the board approved the appointment of several substitutes; inspectors 
for the Annual Budget Vote; Joseph Weinschreider as a Long Term Substitute for Brendan 
Noon, Science Teacher, High School; and the change of appointments for Jennifer Miller from 
Probationary Nurse, Middle School to Permanent Nurse, Middle School; and Doreen D’Eufemia 
from Probationary 1:1 aide to Permanent 1:1 aide.  
 
Under Old Business the board commented that the budget development was well done and 
within prescribed parameters. 
 
Under New Business the board approved the 2012-2013 budget in the amount of $20,506,817.  
They also approved the Williamson Central School District Decision Making Plan; the resolution 
for Health Insurance Benefits for Director/Treasurer; Health Insurance Benefits for Confidential 
Employees; the resolution for Tax Shelter Benefits (403b) for Administrators; a child rearing 
leave for Caroline Donovan, Math Teacher, High School; the reinstatement of one Teaching 
Assistant position, Elementary School; the appointment of Katelyn Verbridge, Teaching 
Assistant, Elementary School; and the Class of 2013 Senior Trip to Orlando, FL.  The board 
accepted a donation from Dollar General of a pallet of rock salt and discussed dates and 
participation for focus groups.  The board received information on proposed changes to the 
Middle School and High School schedules for 2012-2013.  At the Middle School, fifth and sixth 
grades will have reading blocks to accommodate guided reading groups.   
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